Synchronous Bilateral Tubal Serous Carcinomas in a Patient With Exon 13 Duplication and Loss of Function of BRCA1.
We report the first case of distinct, synchronous serous carcinomas of the adnexa arising in a patient with a family history of breast and ovarian cancer and a germline loss of function mutation in BRCA1. Illustrating an exceedingly rare phenomenon of synchronous high-grade carcinomas with distinct histomorphologic, immunohistochemical and cytogenetic features, the case serves as a point of departure for the discussion of phenotypic patterns of carcinomas arising in BRCA1 mutation carriers. We also review patient management, including the importance of risk-reducing salpingo-oophorectomy in women with deleterious BRCA1 mutations, as well as the potential need for an intraoperative pathologic assessment to find occult, high-grade carcinomas in this setting.